Obstetric and gynecologic malpractice in Louisiana: incidence and impact.
A survey of Louisiana obstetricians and gynecologists on the subject of professional liability was conducted in July 1988 by the Louisiana Section of the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists. Survey results disclose that the incidence of obstetric and gynecologic malpractice claims approximated the national incidence of such claims. The economic impact of these claims is less than that experienced on a nationwide basis. However, 85% of survey respondents indicated that they had made changes in their practice as a result of the risk of malpractice litigation. Many of these changes have adverse implications for the patient. If the present trends continue, it is likely that Louisiana women will find obstetric services more expensive and much less available.